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On the Opening and Extension of Dueham Uniteesitt 
Academical Endowments. £1/ James Hexwood, M.A., 
F.E.8. 

[Bead to the Statistical Section of the British Assodation, at Newcastle, 1863.J 

Thiett-one years ago, an Act was passed, vesting in the Dean 
and Chapter of Durham, with the consent of the Bishop of that 
diocese, the formation and maintenance of a University for the 
advancement of learning in connection with the cathedral church 
of Durham. 

It was the era of the Eeform BiQ of 1832; the time had 
arrived when public opinion sanctioned a revision of the system 
of English ecclesiastical revenues, and from the large amount 
of property connected with the church establishment at Durham, 
an estate, now yielding an annual sum of about 2,361^., was 
set apart for the establishment of the new seat of learning in that 
city. 

In 1837, a Royal charter was granted to the University of 
Durham ; and in 1840, the Ecclesiastical Commissioners were 
empowered by an act of parliament to prepare and lay before Her 
Majesty in Council a scheme for maintaining the ITniversity of 
Durham in a state of respectability and efficiency. 

The office of "Warden of the University was proposed to be 
annexed, on the first vacancy, to the Deanery of Durham ; a 
canonry of Durham was to be annexed to the professorship of 
Divinity, and another canonry to the professorship of Greek. 

Her Majesty in Council ratified the scheme of the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners, by which an estate, whose income amounts at the 
present time to about 4,983^., was transferred to the University of 
Durham. Erom this Order in Council estate, a professorship of 
mathematics and astronomy, with a stipend of yool. a-year, was 
endowed; twenty-four fellowships of 120I. a^year each were estab- 
lished, with a further sum of 30Z. a-year to each of the ten seidor 
clerical fellows. 

The Durham University estates are let on a system of fines, the 
annual amount of which varies so much that in one year the 
produce of the fines received on the original estate did not exceed 
300Z., whilst in another year the fines on the same estate yielded 
3,000/. 
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During the last four years, the average of the — 

£ 

Gross income of the original estate has been 2i34o 

And of the Order in Council estate 4,93° 



7,170 

During the same period, the average of the — 

£ 

Net income of the original estate has been i,7io 

And of the Order in OouncE estate „ 3>7oo 



S.410 

The diiference between these two sums, 

Gross income 7,170 

Net „ 5,410 

1,760 

shows the average out-goings, which amount to nearly one-fourth of 
the gross rental, and are so excessive that advantage would be 
derived by an appeal to the attorney-general, to inquire by means 
of the agency uuder his control into the cost of the management 
of the landed estates of the University of Durham, considered as 
charitable property. 

In 1861, commissioners were appointed under a new Durham 
University Act, who observe that the financial arrangements of 
Durham university have been conducted with little system or 
success ; the commissioners further remark that there has been no 
sufficient encouragement given to the study of physical science, and 
that the University of Durham has failed to do for the industry of 
the north all that it might reasonably have been expected to 
perform. 

Among the remedies suggested by the Commissioners of 1861 
is the recommendation that there should be an annual audit and 
report made by a professional auditor, to be nominated by the 
visitor. 

The Commissioners under the Act of 1861 were the Eight Eev. 
Dr. Baring, Bishop of Durham, the Right Hon. Eobert Lowe, M.P., 
Vice-president of the Committe of Council on Education; the 
Eight Hon. C. B. Adderley, M.P.; the Hon. H. G. Liddell, M.P. for 
South Northumberland ; the Eev. Dr. Vaughan, Vicar of Doncaster ; 
and Eobert Ingham, Esq., M.P. for South Shields ; they proposed 
that the Bishop of Durham should be the visitor of that university, 
and that he should have the appointment of the professors of 
Divinity and of Greek. 
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University scholarships were proposed by the commissioners to 
be distributed among three university schools or departments : — 

1. Arts, including classics and mathemics ; 

2. Theology; 

3. Physical science. 

The distribution was to be made according to the numbers of 
students in each department respectively, provided that not more than 
one-third in number and value of the scholarships shpuld be held at 
any one time, by the scholars in the School of Physical Science. 

The commissioners propose to stop any further election or 
appointment to any of the existing twenty Church of England 
scholarships, as well as to any of the four medical scholarships and to 
any of the twenty -four Church of England fellowships of the 
university. 

In the place of these fellowships and scholaifiMps, and of various 
useless offices, the commissioners propose to create forty open 
scholarships of 30Z. a-year each, to be competed for by any persons, 
whether members of the university or not, and to be tenable for two 
years. 

Porty open scholarships of 50?. a-year each are also proposed by 
the commissioners to be competed for by any students commencing 
their second year, and to be tenable for one year. These last-men- 
tioned scholarships may also be tenable for a second year, if a 
student having taken a degree in one school, such as arts, should 
become a student in some other school, such as divinity or physical 
science. 

According to the average yearly expenditure of the Xlniversity of 
Durham, during the years 1859-61, as given by the commissioners, 
2,9 1 6Z. were annually devoted to the fellowships ; and during the 
year 1862, the officers and fellows received 7,7031., whilst the 
university scholars only received 740?., or about one'tenth of the sum 
paid to the older members, who formed the lai-ger portion of the 
resident governing body of the university. 

Examinations for the new scholarships would be adapted to sub- 
jects of study carried on in the schools of arts, divinity, and physical 
science respectively. 

Three professors were proposed for the school of physical science, 
namely, of chemistry and metallurgy, geology and mineralogy, and 
mining and machinery, each professor to receive a salary of 300/. 
a-year each. 

New degrees, such as those of Bachelor of Theology (B.T.), and 
Bachelor of Science (B.S.), were proposed to be created, but the 
progress of reform was checked by petitions from the Dean and 
Chapter of Durham, and other persons, to Her Majesty in Council, 
against the ordinances drawn up by the commissioners. The 
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petitioners appeared by barristers, before a Committee of the Privy 
Council, and the ordinances of the commissioners have been dis- 
allowed by the Privy Council. The special committee of the Privy 
Council declared their opinion that the Act of Parliament of 1861, 
for making provision for the good government and extension of the 
University of Durham (24 and 25 Vict., cap. 82), did not contemplate 
such changes as the creation of new degrees, or warrant their being 
carried into effect. 

The commissioners, in concluding their report, decline to frame 
fresh ordinances in the place of those which have been disallowed, 
and the task of reconstituting the University of Durham is left for 
the present to the Dean and Chapter of Durham. 

The Dean and Chapter of Durham are, for the most part, exempt 
from all special duties connected with the university in that city ; but 
under their control, aU the students are required to attend the 
services of the Church of England ; scholarships and fellowships are 
confined to members of that church, and every person who takes a 
degree in arts is required to subscribe the three articles of the thirty- 
sixth canon, on Eoyal supremacy, the thirty-nine articles, and the 
Book of Common Prayer. 

Universities and colleges in modern times ought to be national 
institutions ; their endowments cannot any longer be wisely 
administered in accordance with the ideas of lawmakers of the 
seventeenth century. 

The Durham University Commissioners observe that the Dean 
and Chapter of Durham, by requiring the attendance of all the 
university students at the services of the Church of England, have 
virtually excluded Dissenters from becoming members of the 
university. 

In the University of Durham, where the exclusive system has 
been acted upon, the numbers of the students has been almost 
constantly declining, until, in 1862-63, there were— . 

Only 23 students in arts 
And 23 „ divinity 

Total 46 „ 

Vainly has an endowed seat of learning been formed under the 
shadow of the cathedral church of Durham, if the number of the 
students in arts be found on the whole to diminish, in that university, 
from 76 in 1850, to 28 in 1860, and 23 in 1863 ; whilst the number 
of the Durham students in divinity has decreased on the whole from 
40 in 1850, to 20 in 1862, and 23 in 1863. 

Occasionally the University of Durham has one or two medical 
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students, who, having passed through their medical course at the 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne College of Medicine, reside one academical 
year at Durham, with a view to obtain the degree of bachelor in 
medicine in that university. 

The average number of students who attend the lectures of the 
professor of mathematics, at Durham, amounts to four ; and the 
reader in history and polite literature, in a recent year, was not 
required to give lectures. 

The proposed suppression of fellowships in the University of 
Durham would probably diminish the number of resident clerical 
members of convocation in that seat of learning, and the interference 
of the academical convocation in university business might, under 
these circumstances, gradually become unnecessary. 

The governing body of the University of Durham is proposed 
by the commissioners to consist :— » 

1. Of a senate, comprising the warden, who is to be the Dean 
of Durham for the time being, with the professors and tutors. 
AU future university statutes are to be originated by the senate ; 
and 

2. Of a convocation, comprising the warden, the professors and 
tutors, and all persons who are at present members of the existing 
convocation, as well as future graduates, who have proceeded to their 
second degree in arts, divinity, or physical science. The power, 
either of confirming or rejecting measures proposed to them by the 
senate, is to be vested in the convocation, or assembly of superior 
graduates. 

It rarely occurs that any academical degree is taken by the 
students in divinity at Durham ; some, however, pass through the 
school of arts, and graduate as bachelors of arts. 

Por a degree in arts, a course of study during three years is 
requisite, each year comprising three terms, amounting in all to 
twenty-four weeks in a year. Two years only of interval after 
matriculation is requisite in the University of London for the degree 
of bachelor of arts, and the third year of study ought to be dis- 
pensed with in the University of Durham. 

Bishop Ellicott strongly recommends a period limited to two 
years for the studies in arts of the University of Oxford ; and a 
similar result may have been in view, when the Durham Commis- 
sioners under the Act of 1861 recommended short periods of two 
years each for the holding of undergraduate scholarships in the 
University of Durham. 

Parliament would probably sanction with readiness well devised 
plans for the advancement of the higher education of the country, 
if more public interest were expressed in favour of reforming 
educational endowments. 
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Since the foregoing observations were written, it appears that 
a plan, comprising a large ineasure of reform for the University of 
Durham, has been prepared by the Dean and Chapter of Durham. 

That ecclesiastical body is expected to propose a reduction in 
the number of XJniversity fellowships, increased encouragement to 
the study of physical science, the removal of religious tests from the 
degree of bachelor in secular faculties, such as arts and medicine, 
and the appointment, by the Dean, of a Warden for the University 
of Durham, specially charged with the care of the new seat of 
learning. 



